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professors is apt to be a philosophy for pedants. A
professor is bound to be omniscient; he has to have
an answer to everything ; he is tempted to construct
systems which will pass muster in the lecture-room,
and to despise the rest of their applicability to daily
life. I confess myself to be old-fashioned enough
to share some of the old English prejudices against
those gigantic structures which have been thrown out
by imposing philosophers, who evolved complete
systems of metaphysics and logic and religion and
politics and aesthetics out of their own consciousness.
We have multiplied professors of late, and professors
are bound to write books, and to magnify the value
of their own studies. They must make a show of
possessing an encyclopaedic theory which will explain
everything and take into account all previous theories.
Sometimes, perhaps, they will lose themselves in
endless subtleties and logomachies and construct
cobwebs of the brain, predestined to the rubbish-
heap of extinct philosophies. It is enough, however,
to urge that a mere student may be the better for
keeping in mind the necessity of keeping in mind
real immediate human interests; as the sentimental-
ist has to be reminded of the importance of strictly
logical considerations. And I think too that a
very- brief study of the most famous systems of old
days will convince us that philosophers should be